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J.ike most gocd reporters, Marrison Salis-
Lury found neaing new, out gave what hic |
SOW A cerain cohierende, a freshnoss and an .
cudience that it never had before. It was -
hardly possivle to-believe ihat the bombing -
of North Vicinam could coniinue for nearly !
two years without extensive damage ‘o
civilian targets and a large number of
casualiies, Theire was no ieason to doubt
Aest-hand  reports by - foreign joeurnalistsy |
Salisbury’s own New: York Times carriedr
James Camcron'’s stunning - repoctage last

H A H 3 ‘.
year. But somehow Salisbury’s flat, dispas-:
sionate Times-talk made it seem very real.;

“This correspondent is no ballistics spec-

- dalist, he wrote in one of his articles, ‘but.

. talks  with wiltnesses make it cicar that).

inspection of -several damaged sites and:

" Hanoi residents certainly believe they were!
- bombed by United States plancs, that they .

.certainly  obsecved  United - States
*ooverhead and thats damage certainly oe-: ¢

planes

curred right in the centre of town.” That is
hardly the prose of a Zola but such has’
become tie basis for a substantial attack on:
the administration’s war policy. ‘The -issue;
scens o transcend the narrower controvcrsy:
of where the bombs fell, It is more than the;
‘credibility gap’. There is a. moral crisis
unjgue in American history in this century.

“and every acw revelation of deception.

heightens it. . :
What the immediate consequences of the

“Salisbury articles will be is another matter..

They have been cllectively neutralised, for-

the moment, by a PR barrage from the Pen-

tegon, which was duly broadeast in Time,
and the Washington Post. The Post found
or wus given a copy of a North Vietnamese'

-pamphlet denouncing US air raids, and de-!
I { a

. Casuaily figures came from North Vietnam-|
_ese officials. Where clse would he get such:
figures in Hanoi?' That sounded rcasonable: -
‘enough, but Admiais

tailing casualty and damage statistics. In a'
broadly catty front-page story last Sunday;.

the LPosr justaposed Salisbury and the pam-! -

phlet, and. there was indeed considerable!

similarity, Clifton Daalet, Managing Editor.
o

of the Times, supported Salisbury: ‘It was -
apparent in [the] first dispatch - and so
stated in a subscquent dispatch = that the-

(oo
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tion partisans still]
discredit Salisbury as a Red propagandist. - '

It has been apparent for some time that!”
‘public opinion® in the US is not going to!
swing to ihe side of open criticisra, The
cifect is more subtle, Onc political writer!
compares the atmosphere with Japan ini
the mid-Thirties whea the imperial armiesi.
were boggred down in mainland China, and!

s oy - [
the *dove’ politicians in Tokyo wanted ai-

negotiated settlement. But the militarists ap-:
peaicd to the patriotisim and sense of ‘nat-|
ional purpose’ of the Japanese people, ‘and!
were able to bring the country 1o total war.|
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- There is no direct analogy here, but the !
problem of ‘national purpose’ is similar and |
there is the sarae disquisting pressure build- !
ing in the Pentagon. President Johnson relies

heavily on the Joint Chiefs -of Staff and
“somewhat less so on Mr McNamara, - He
does listen carefuliy 'to Walt Whitman
Rostow (who has earned the sobriquet, ‘the
Mad Bomber', for his favourite war)
. strategy), and the advice there is to press on
with the destruction of North Vietnam, - .0
* The "political conflict in Washington at

this point secms to be resolved into two

camps: those who want to sit tight in South

. Vietnam, and those 'who want to push on-
ward and upward with the war in-South-
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|- this new year, , - .

Rresident that Vietnam is his ‘Cuban missile
crisis’ writ large, that it is eyebail t¢ cyeball,
and even if it takes years, Mr Johnson can-
not blink. S

It is depressing to have to wish the
‘equilibrium’ partisans well, but there is no
one else to wish well these days, The stale-
mate .is- causing all kinds of frustrations:
there was a story all over Washington a’
week ago that Rostow and Richard Helms.
(director of thie Central Intelligence Agenecy).

actually came to blows ai a diriner puriy_at

WiieTend of “a “long argumieat_aboul_ihe..
lgﬁcg&gcncss of the bombing raids., ¥elms
‘presumablysaid” they did no §oad, Essen-

. lialiy he is right, which means that the CiA

‘is on the side of.pecace and, frecdom. And
~that is aS‘goo‘d a way as any to introduce
the topsy-turviness of US foreign policy in

.

Last Asia. The former say that 500,000 US
© soldiers, more or less, can maintain an
accepiable stability in South Vietnam, with
the help of loyal South Vietnamese soldicrs'
who will *pacify” the 11,000 villages throx‘ngh-, ]
out the countryside. The latier think that
‘nothing can be secured in South Vietnam'
until the North is brought to surrender,
perhaps by vastly cxtended bombing, but -
more probably by an invasion.

. The President scems ito be willing to = &
“listen to the ‘sit’ tight" crowd for the time:

" being, at least until that policy is proved
wrong, The test may comie fairly soon. The -

strategy in the Mckong ‘delta “has now .7

e S

shifted to a joint operation of US and South 7|

Vietnamese forces: the locals ‘pacify’ and -

.the Americans ‘search and desiroy’. How

- The -South Vietnamese are unpredictable, |
-uneathusiastic, and unable to do what, js. -

‘practically an impossible job. The cost to
sthe US in casualties is high in performing -

-the offensive hall of the operation.:
The.theory that an equilibrium of forces

and counter-forces can be easily reached in

the South is altractive. Vice-president Hum- -

-war militarily, Our task now is to maintain
-security and {o help the peoples of Vietnam -
~develop thelr communitics, their local gov-rs

-ernments, . their national government and -

- build & nation.” Free translation: the per-
manent occupation, But somehow the bul-:

.ance keeps slipping, Pacification does not.t.

-work the way it is supposed to. The North -

Vietnamese are not significantly distracted |7
by the bombings. The Saigon goverament is--

‘not turning iiself .into a model democracy.

“World opinion is hardening against the US..

And finally, the American people’s will to -
press on with the war ~ or at least with the
present version - is not cternally depenndable. -

US miGitary ‘commitment’ in Vietnam, with
 less hope than ever of ending it, to Vivt-
nam's benefii or ours. Representative L.
M'cndcl Rivers wants to ‘flatten Hanoi®, and

Joag that situation can last is problematic.: .

phrey stated it optimistically the other day: |
I think they’ve [the communists] lost the

S0 we are now in the eighth year of the .
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